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On June 5, Deputy Chief of Mission Ambassador Richard

Hoagland marked the occasion of the U.S. Embassy

s

with students from the National University of Modern
Languages (NUML).

"TOOLS LIKE FACEBOOK AND TWITTER ALLOW
USTO DO SO MUCH MORE THAN KEEP IN TOUCH

WITH OUR FRIENDS. SOCIAL MEDIR PUTS THE
POWER OF INFORMATION IN YOUR HANDS,"

- Ambassador Hoagland
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EDITOR'S

comer

Dear Readers,

Since the dawn of man, humans have used creative outlets to record
important messages for society. The arts are one of the purest
forms of communication transforming the artist's thought and
message through his or her selected medium. Whether through
words, canvas, film, music, computers, or any other vehicle, the arts
communicate the creative spirit of the human race.

In this issue, you'll learn about two young authors who have
published books. You'll hear first-hand from Pakistani author and
Fulbright alumnus Dr. Zeeshan-ul-hassan Usmani, whose book
“Simulation of Suicide Bombing: Using Computers to Save Lives”
has helped communities become more secure by providing valuable
information about the nature of these terrible attacks. You'll also
read about Daniyal Mueenuddin's “In Other Rooms, Other
Wonders,” a short story collection published by this Pakistani-
American author.

Are you an aspiring writer yourself? If so, you'll find this issue full
of valuable information and sources of inspiration. Learn about
the myriad workshops available to international writers in the United
States, and find a good book to hone your writing skills. You'll also
hear about the best movies based upon lives of writers to help
offer some insight into the minds of real authors.

In this issue, you'll also learn about the transformation of the
cinematic art genre “The American Western.” These films illustrate
the American history of the West and provide important social
commentary on views of American society as they change throughout
the decades.

And have you heard about the new and popular capella singing
groups in the United States? Popular shows like “Glee” have
inspi red thousands of singing clubs throughout the country. Perhaps
after reading “Capellas on the Rise,” you'll consider starting your
own capella group in Pakistan!

We encourage you to explore your own artistic talents in whichever
medium you prefer. Everyone has unique gifts and capabilities.
We hope that this issue provides a little inspiration to help you find
the best way to share your own talents with Pakistani society.

As always, we welcome your feedback and comments, Let us know
if you read our issue and were inspired to discover your creative
side! m

Regards,
Rian Harris

Managing Editor and Press Attaché
LS. Embassy Islamabad
Email: infoisb@state.gov | Website: htrp:/ /islamabad.usembassy.gov
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LETTERS daghad™ ™
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to the editor

Thanks to our readers who sent in
these excellent letters to Editor
Rian Harris!

Honorable Editor,

Thank you very much for
your nice support toward
enrichment of my Language
English. T am reading your
contributed Khabr-O-Nazar
periodical regularly. The
periodical provided me
thousands of thoughts &
learning about the culture and
customs of the country friend
America. This magazine
stitched our relation with core
of the customs and their
living styles. Hopefully, the
continual of the Khabr-O-
Nazar would be proved a
beneficial to me & my kids in
future to understand the
public scenario of our closed
country America and add
enrichment of our language.

With Regards

Sawan

Dear Sawan,

Thanks for your interest in
the magazine! We are glad to
hear that you and your family
are benefitting from learning
about the culture and customs
of the US. through Khabr-
o-Nazar magazine.

Regards,

Rian Harris

06 | KHABR-O-NAZAR

b sl 1

fux»g‘yd__ Foolo il b 2
Ry L) il us?
Y Y AR VNP AL
Gt b KLl sl
s b 16 Sl FE Lokt T
St mepmdvpun
QLTI L AL £
MNP 2 1 2
SETE S B Poe o S
V<

EKHGL T

il

gl ]y ol
L PN U S P T2
dndpealeapnsing 2 b
IV 'u'f-"t}"?/g:ﬁffuifff <
:Jm?ﬂutu’?@.«‘-_lfj"bﬂ;’c_
‘a.L‘},;Dg:;JWLG,!mﬂH.’.._f/!»J
SS2 3L B Mna s i
Gle Lot B 2703 2 0t Qe

i

Sy

ci:. [J Llb P 15l 10 4 =

s &
Elbelizil

Dear Rian Harris,

I read your Editor's Corner
in Khabr-o-Nazar. I will ask
you if some time you will see
new business people from
Pakistan, like in your
magazine you support studies
and students. Will you also
find new ways for young
businessmen like me that have
trouble in growth of our
business and assessing new
markets in the USA? In the
future if you have any
organizations that support
business programs for young
people please tell me.

Thanks and Regards,
Syed
Dear Syed,

We are glad that you have an
interest in business and
entreprencurship! You will
be happy to hear that our
upcoming edition for
November-December will
exclusively cover the issue of
entrepreneurship to help
young aspiring entrepreneurs
like yourself in business
endeavors. Stay tuned!

Regards,

Rian Harris
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Pakistani Emerging Artists to
Exhibit Works in the U.S.

rom April 15 to 30, U.S. Speaker Rachel Goldberg

from the Phillips Gallery led a series of artist workshops

in Lahore and Islamabad for 100 Pakistani artists. As

part of the program, Rachel discussed the American

artist Jacob Lawrence's Migration Series with local
artists and curators, and explored how art and society interact.
During the artist workshops participants used this technique of
storytelling and collaboration to create their own artwork that was
later displayed in special exhibitions in Lahore and Rawalpindi.
Select pieces from the student's work will be displayed in an
exhibition at the Phillips Gallery in Washington, D.C from October
to December 2013, m

“There is so much artistic talent in

Pakistan,” Goldberg said. “I am inspired
by what I have seen, and I will take back
to the United States some of the pieces
we created so that Americans can share in
the stories told by Pakistani artists.”
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For more information on the Phillips Collection Museum, visit www.phillipscollection.org; http://blog.phillipscollection.org
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ima, Ohio: A
sleepy, smallish
Midwestern
town, centrally
located
between Dayton and Toledo.
The kind of place that young
inhabitants try to escape from,
heading to New York City or
Los Angeles or some city with
a little more going on. But

over the past couple of years,
Lima has earned itself a place on the map for millions of American
teens, known now as home to a group of students struggling to
navigate the social and emotional challenges of the high school
years-through music.

Now in its fourth season, the fictional TV show “Glee” tells the
story of a high school show choir called New Directions, composed
of a motley cast of talented singers who view themselves as social
outcasts. The diverse set of students struggle with a continuously
unfolding series of problems relating to social status, relationships,
religion, sexual orientation, bullying, racial identity and ethnicity,
physical appearance, peer pressure, depression, academic achievement,
etc. Tolerance, eventually acceptance, and a shared love of music

08 | KHABR-O-NAZAR
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keep the kids together. Somehow; despite all of these weighty issues,
the show remains above all a musical comedy!

Since 2009, when Fox aired the pilot episode, 8 to 10 million “Glee”
fans-or Gleeks-have tuned in weekly to follow the dramatic rwists
and turns in the song-filled lives of students and staff at the fictional
McKinley High School. During broadcasts, Facebook lights up with
Gleek friends posting reviews of cameo appearances by stars like
Britney Spears, revived classic American rock songs like “Proud
Mary,” or remade musical numbers from “West Side Story.” The
show's popularity has helped bring music to the forefront of
mainstream television in America and, as a result, more and more
kids are now singing in school.

According to a poll by the National Association for Music Education,
43 percent of choral instructors report seeing an impact from
“Glee” on their music programs, with more students auditioning
for singing groups and musicals, and more requests to perform
songs that are featured on the show. Lisa Itkin, choral director at
Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School in Bethesda, Maryland, is a
big fan of the show. “I love 'Glee.' I think it's a great show with
comedy and fabulous vocal arrangements of current pop songs. |
think there is great talent in the cast and it is must-see programming
in my house,” she says.

[tkin notes that “Glee” has had an impact on TV programming as
well, with several primetime shows like “Grey's Anatomy” adding
a musical cp]‘;udc Other programs have also IIl‘;[’)lI‘Cd young people
to seek singing stardom, such as the popular “American Idol.” TV
networks are cranking out the song-and-dance routines, with a
cappella groups competing on “The Sing-Off” and music coaches
working with singing teams on “The Voice.” In 2012, moviegoers
saw the release of popular musical films such as “Joyful Noise”
and “Pitch Perfect.”

A reality spin-off of “Glee” began in 2011 on the Oxygen network-
“The Glee Project”-featuring auditions and training for young
people competing for a role in “Glee.” With its own app and
scheduled “tweet parties,” the show encourages interaction among
the viewers through social media.

Washington, D.C. 9th-grader Ethan Kohn enjoyed following “The
Glee Project” and joined a new co-ed a cappella group in 2012 with
some classmates at his high school, Sidwell Friends. Among the
450 students, the school boasts at least four a cappella groups, in
addition to a more traditional chamber chorus and a yearly musical
play. Kohn says that shows like “Glee” help make a cappella singing
normal in high school, as kids with a broad range of outside interests
come together to make music with just their voices.

Why does a 15-year-old baseball player join an a cappella group?
“It's unique. We do modern songs like "Too Close' by Alex Clare,
and 'Cry Me a River' by Justin Timberlake. It's kinda cool, just seven
people making this amazing sound-potentially,” laughs Kohn.
Unlike New Directions in Lima, however, he notes that his group
has much less drama. =

Jane Varner Malbotra is a freelance writer based in Washington, D.C.
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a journey of

LIBERATION

by mariam batool gazi

|_\\ {} p'? il C":Jl
WA e
ife is a beautiful journey. It is a journey that has taught
me that after every dark night, a beautiful morning
lights our day. The world was a dark place when slavery
existed, in the times when humans were treated cruelly
just because of the color of their skin. Even after
slavery ended, prejudice and racism were still common. It was the
efforts of civil rights leaders like Martin Luther King |r., Rosa Parks,
and Malcolm X that drove the descendents of former slaves out
of the pits of darkness caused by racism and prejudice. It was, and
continues to be, a long and constant struggle. It was during a civil

rights road trip across the American South where I leamed the true
meaning of this struggle.

While participating in the Spring 2013 UGRAD program at the
University of Wisconsin, I had the opportunity to go on a civil
rights pilgrimage. Previously, I'd planned to visit Florida, but I
changed my mind when [ heard about this trip. | was excited about
going to smaller cities instead of big cities, but I was not sure about
the tight schedule during which we'd visit 9 cities in 9 days.
Regardless, 1 took a chance and signed up.

10 | KHABR-O-NAZAR
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MB. Quzi

We left our dorms early on March 15. 1 was both nervous and
excited. With over 100 students on the trip, | instantly made friends
with my new “bus buddies.” We spent the night on the bus talking
and sharing ghost stories. The next morning we stopped in Tennessee
for breakfast. By early afternoon, we were in Atlanta. We visited
CNN's global headquarters, the Coca Cola Museum, the Georgia
Aquarium, and the Centennial Olympics Park. The weather was
delightful and a nice change from snowy Wisconsin.
That night we met Charles Person, the last living freedom rider,
and his peers Frank Holloway and Peter Bill. They shared their
stories with us about participating in the Civil Rights Movement
of the 1950s and 1960s.

The next day we visited the New Ebenezer Baprtist Church where
Martin Luther King, Jr. was a pastor. The church has been a spiritual
home to many citizens of the “Sweet Auburn™ African American
historic district of Atlanta.
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“The story of Rosa Parks
made me feel strong as a
woman. The world, most
definitely, underestimates the
power of women. ”
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In Birmingham, Alabama we toured the Birmingham Civil Rights
Institute, which documents the struggles of African American
citizens to participate in the city's government and business
community. We also went to Kelly Ingram Park, where several
pieces of sculpture related to the Civil Rights Movement are
displayed. Learning about those struggles and efforts inspired me.
[t infused a new spirit in me, a spirit that will strive to make this
world a better place.

On the bus, we read slave narratives and watched civil rights movies
to fully understand the purpose of our trip. We met B.J. Hollars,
a professor of creative writing at the University of Wisconsin and
the author of “Thirteen Loops: Race, Violence and the Last Lynching
in America and Opening the Doors: The Desegregation of the
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nfused a new spirit in me, a
bat il strive to make this

University of Alabama.”

The next morning we visited the University of Alabama. It was

raining and the flowers were in full bloom. The University of

Alabama has a beautiful campus with red brick buildings and Greek-
style houses. The University of Alabama was a center of activity
during the Civil Rights Movement and is the site of Governor
George Wallace's infamous “Stand in the Schoolhouse Door,” a
symbolic attempt to stop two African American students from
enrolling in classes. We also went to the Rosa Parks Museum and
toured the Civil Rights Memorial Center. | signed my name on the
“Wall of Tolerance.” The story of Rosa Parks made me feel strong
as a woman. The world, most definitely, underestimates the power
of women.

March 19 was my favorite day of the whole trip. We toured historic
sites in Selma, Alabama. The sites included Brown Chapel, First
Baptist Church, and the Voting Rights Museum and Institute. We
watched a slavery re-enactment, which was depressing and liberating
at the same time. It made me realize that no matter how hard we
try, we can't fully understand how life was for slaves and when 1
was able to glimpse a bit of their lives, I cried. It made me thank
God for the life and privileges I have.

Our group did a community service project, and [ was tasked with
picking up trash in a local park. While cleaning the park, I met an
amazing woman from California who was a bus driver and we talked
about women's empowerment for hours after the service project

ended.

In New Orleans, we went on a tour of haunted sites, saw a jazz
concert, and went on a civil rights tour. We also went to Bourbon
Street to see the beautiful French Quarter. 1 made friends with an
old artist there who took me to his art gallery and showed me some
of his work.
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The next day we visited William . Clinton's Presidential Library,
where they have an actual replica of the Oval Office and White

House Cabinet room. We also visited Heifer International
Headquarters. The goal of Heifer International is to end world
hunger and to care for the world through an approach that helps
people obtain a sustainable source of food and income.

In Memphis, we visited the Lorraine Motel where Martin Luther
King was assassinated. We also went to the National Civil Rights
Museum in front of the motel where we listened to Reverend
Samuel Billy Kyles' motivational speech. Martin Luther King spent
the last hour of his life with him. Reverend Kyles told us how we
all should make a difference in the world. He also said that he is
confident that I'll be the president of Pakistan one day. His speech
instilled enthusiasm in all of us.

“ When everyone was asleep,
I started making a list of all the
things I want to change for the
better in my country. This trip
was a liberating and life-
changing experience for me. I
made friends for life. Now, I
am a changed person with a
new perspective about the
wortld.”
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On my way back, evervone shared their feelings about the trip. The
thing that most struck me during the whole trip was the idea of
non-violence. We generally think that only violence and force can
bring betterment, but we are wrong- only non-violence can spread
peace and love in the world.

As Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Nomviolence is a powerful and just
weapon, which cuts withont wounding and ennobles the man who wields .
1t is a sword that beals.”"m

Mariam Batool Qazi is a Spring 2013 Global UGRAD Alunmus
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the american

WESTER

PG

|

Y K O

f Jazz is the quintessential American music, then the Western

is the quintessential American film genre. From the earliest

days of film, American audiences have loved the adventure

and romance of Westerns. The Great Train Robbery, a

1903 silent film considered to be the first ever motion
picture that told a story, is a Western. Over the last century, the
Western has mirrored American society and become an enduring
art form.

In its early days, Westerns often had simple plots and plenty of
action. The good-versus-bad storylines, with lawmen or cowboys
fighting outlaws or Indians, were mainstays of Westerns. The
settlers heading West for new opportunities and the tough lawmen
who braved the Wild West were seen as heroes. The American
pioneer spirit was celebrated; the history of Westward expansion
was portrayed in a positive light.

As the genre matured, the Western became more of a social
commentary. In the 1940s and 1950s, Westerns reflected a more
complex post-World War II society. Films such as The Searchers
were not adventure stories, but character studies of people facing
life changing events. John Wayne, seen by most as the archetypal
American c« )\\'b()_\', pl:L_\'s a character named Ethan in The Searchers,
who spends vears doggedly hunting for his niece, who was kidnapped
during an Indian raid that killed her family. When he finds she is
alive, but has become a member of the tribe that took her, Fthan
is torn between his hatred of the Indians and love for one of his
only remaining relatives. His moral struggle is the heart of the film.
Nort only is The Searchers a moving story, but it is visually stunning,
[ts cinematography beautifully captures the expanse and loneliness
of the West.

Also from the 1950s, High Noon is the story of one man standing
by his principals. Gary Cooper, as the marshal in the film, lays his
life and new found happiness as a martied man on the line to protect
his town. Yet, the townspeople themselves are too cowardly to
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“Over the last century, the
Western has mirrored
American society and become
an enduring art form.”

support him as he faces a group of gunmen out for revenge. The
film has been read as an allegory of the anti-communist movement
of the 1950s, but also as a morality tale. High Noon works as social
commentary, but is also an excellent example of a classic Western.

The 1960s were a turning point for Westerns, As society changed,

so did the genre. Westerns in the '60s and later reflected the more
pessimistic vision of American power in the world as the increasingly
unpopular Vietnam War dragged on. In The Magnificent Seven,
a group of gunfighters take on a band of outlaws that repeatedly
attacks a small village. While the plot harkens back to the adventure
films of the 1940s, the story is much more complex. Adapted from
Kurosawa's Seven Samurai, a film that tells the story of a master-
less samurai at the end of the Edo period, The Magnificent Seven
perfectly captures the Old West in transition. The main characters
are experienced gunfighters with their own reasons for joining in
the village's fight. With one exception: a young, naive farmer -~
masquerading as a gunman-who hopes to join their ranks. His
vision of the West is the romanticized version. The older gunmen
see the writing on the wall that their time is coming to a close and
reflect the more modern pessimistic vision of the West. The film
mirrors American society's loss of innocence wrought by Vietnam.
The American symbol of honor—- the heroie gunfighter— is a dyving
breed in The Magnificent Seven; this loss stands in for the demise
of America's vision of itself as a nobly-motivated force in the
world.

Films in the late 1960s and 1970s show the gunfighter as a selfish
figure. Now driven by money, the gunfighters of films such as The
Good, the Bad, and the Ugly and High Plains Drifter are a far cry
from earlier heroes. There is less focus on the pioneer spirit, and
more on greed and its consequences. As American society became
increasingly self-centered, the former Western hero devolved into
a shadow of his former self. Whereas Gary Cooper's character
protects his town based on his moral compass, the “hero” of High
Plains Drifter does so for money and revenge.
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It is during this period that one of the most recognizable
contemporary Western actors got his big break. Clint Eastwood
starred in a series of “Spaghetti Westerns” directed by Iralian director
Sergio Leone throughout the late '60s. Eastwood's steely-eved
gunman became an icon of the modern Western genre.
The 1980s saw a resurgence of Westerns as adventure stories. Films
such as Silverado were throwbacks to the action-packed films of
the 1940s. Old West figures like Billy the Kid and Wyatt Earp made
reappearances as heroes in Young Guns and Tombstone. While
the Western was popular in the 80s, the films that were made offered
little social commentary and did not push the genre in a new
direction. The “Me Generation” of the '80s seemed to have little
interest in the moral lessons and selflessness on offer in earlier
Westerns.

Much as in the 1960s, the 1990s were a turning point of sorts for
Westerns. With Dances with Wolves, Hollywood acknowledged
the other side of the Western story: that of the Native Americans
displaced by western expansion. While this issue had been addressed
in earlier films, the mainstream success of Dances with Wolves
brought widespread attention to this neglected aspect of American
history. The cowboys and settlers of early Hollywood Westerns
are not the heroes in this case, the “Indians” are. Such films reflect
a more open and honest assessment of our history and the continued
movement toward acceptance of all viewpoints on the American
West.

If The Searchers is considered to be the pinnacle of early Westerns,
Unforgiven, the Academy Award winning film by Clint Eastwood,
is the modern parallel. An unflinchingly realistic story of the West,
Unforgiven offers a bleak outlook on American history. One
character in the film is a writer, who is travelling the West looking
for stories of famous gunfighters for publication back East. He
finds, much to his surprise, that the men he seeks are not the heroes
he imagined they would be. There is no romance, and there are no
heroes. In Eastwood's film; the myth of the Old West is put to
rest.

Most recently, Hollywood has been remaking popular Westerns.
True Grit, which originally starred John Wayne, was remade in 2010.
Directors known for other types of films have been exploring the
Western as well. Quentin Tarantino, best known for his often
violent modern tales, recently directed the acclaimed Django
Unchained, a Western that echoes the films of the 1960s and 1970s
in its tale of revenge, but also The Searchers in Django's quest to
rescue his wife.

Americans have loved the Western for more than a century. Whether
presented as historical fact, romanticized fiction, or somewhere in
between, Westerns have greatly influenced American culture. Any
exploration of American film certainly deserves a trip into the Old
West. m

Kelly Kopeial is a Consular officer at U.S. Consulate General Karachi
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PAKISTANI

activist looks

SERVICES

for Battered Women

U.S.

uring her two months as a State Department

Professional Fellow, Pakistan's Shazia Shaheen

worked with the Mecklenburg County Women's

Commission in North Carolina, where she saw

public and private shelters offering housing,
support, counseling, and job placement opportunities to battered
and abused women.

At the shelters she saw that, as in many countries, some Americans
live with poverty and homelessness, and generosity and hard work
are needed to care for them. She was also impressed with how
county authorities responded to rape victims, respecting the privacy
of both victim and accused before guilt could be established.
Shaheen next plans to raise funds to bring her North Carolina
contacts to a women's shelter in Pakistan, where they can see its
operations and offer suggestions, She also hopes to network with
colleagues in neighboring South Asian countries to raise awareness
and share best practices for women's shelters. m
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BEST

BOOKS FOR
ASPIRING WRITERS

A LIST BY KIM EGGERTON
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Are you an aspiring writer? Check out these
books available for purchase online and in
bookstores throughout Pakistan to help guide
you in becoming a better writer.

Bird by Bird by Anne Lamott - A
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Bird by Bird by Anne Lamott - A

T

The title of this memoir refers to a phrase Lamott's bo¥
father once said to her brother, which encouraged her

to take her writing - and her life - one step at a time.

In the book, Lamott shows how to persevere in a
2

profession that doesn't follow an everyday routine.

Collecting

Himself by
James Thurber -
AV

This collection by
the American
humorist, published by his
daughter after his death, features
a mix of writings and drawings
in various formats and on
various themes, all of which
end up coming back to writing.
One standout is “Recollections
of Henry James,” his imagined
memories of literary idol Henry
James, whom he never met.

CollectingHimself byJames
Thurber - A, V
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The Lively
Art of Writing
by Lucile
Vaughan
Payne- A, P

Often found on the shelf
alongside The Elements of
Style, this guide offers more
specific advice on academic
writing. In it, Payne outlines
many skills, both in terms of
content and process, to keep on
track when writing different
types of essays.

The Lively Art of Writing by
LucileVaughanPayne- A,P

1AL The elements of style
Wbt Ude TL LR ARSI
S ASE LA N &
LI Sehid e frid
S Pl ekl ke s 2
2y N A AL ol
L 1 f81 e QFELA

b S

Bl o e 4

:‘.‘G.L‘féa.
~E
ale &

The Elements
of Style by

o —

WILLIAM

William Strunk |EEEEES
- A FARWRITE |

Strunk's advice on grammar and
writing has long been required
reading for high-school and
college students, even though
it was first published in 1918.
A later edition, with updates
from Charlotte's Web author
E.B. White, remains one of the
simplest and most
straightforward guidebooks to
using the English language.
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On Writing by Stephen
King - A

After a debilitating accident in
1999, King announced his
retirement from writing. This
book, published a vear later,
outlines the key moments from
King's life that led him to
writing and explains why he
ultimately decided he could not
give up the profession.
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The
|Practice
of

Writing

David Lodge

The Practice of Writing
by David Lodge - A, P
Lodge, a novelist in his own
right, analyzes the works of
including
fellow Brit Graham Greene,
Irish neighbor James Joyce, and
controversial Russian Vladimir
Nabokov - in an attempt to
decode exactly how writers
come to their final products.
He considers the interplay of
the writer's ideas and society's
influence in many of his essays.

l"iil"ﬂ()LlS authors -

The Practice of Writing by
David Lodge - A, P
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A Room of One's Own
by Virginia Woolf - A,
D Q V

U,

The “room” in the title of this
extended essay refers to the
literal and figurative space that
writers, particularly women,
need in order to find a place
among literary society. Woolf
uses narrator Judith, fictional
sister of William Shakespeare,
to reveal the obstacles women
face in a male-dominated
profession.

A Room of One's Own by

Virginia Woolf - A, P, S, V
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Thrﬂ Tau of Writing by
. Wahlstrom
E A, P_ S. V

English professor Wahlstrom
applies the 12 principles of
Taoism to writing, showing how
concepts such as flow, change,
discovery, and universality can
help authors achieve harmony
with their work. Although the
book provides some practical
tips, it is more focused on
helping the reader embrace a
more positive philosophy
toward writing,
TheTao of Writingby Ralph L.
Wahistrom-A,P, S, V
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Writers on Writing

NIWTHD &Y LAMES NOSEATS, BARAY MITCHELL AOGER TURKINICH

Writers on Writing by
James Roberts, Barry
Mitchell, and Roger
Zubrinich - A, P

[n this collection of essays,
authors, primarily from
Australia, reveal personal details
about how they write, including
describing characters and
developing plot. U.S. erime-
thriller authors Richard Ford
and Janet Evanovich as well as
Indian novelist Vikram Seth are
among those who share their
insights.

Writers on Writing by James
Roberts, Barry Mitchell, and
Roger Zubrinich - A, P
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Why | Write by
George Orwell - A, P

Through a series of four
essays and one short story,
Orwell, famous for his
dystopic warning 1984 and
revolutionary fable Animal
Farm, shows how politics plays
a large role in literature. In the
title essay, he explains how
political conflict in his formative
vears, such as the Spanish Civil
War, motivated him to become
a writer. m

Why | Write by George Orwell
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Kim Epgerton is an English Language Instructor at U.S. Enbassy Islamabad
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books around the

GLOBE

by holly beilin

“Reading gives us someplace
to go wh en we have to stay
where we are.”

- ]l h'!.\'r‘.fﬂ (..(J(.Ja"rr_']

lthough thus far my personal travel has not been
extensive, 1 have relied on my love of reading to
transport me to places far and wide. Some of my
favorite authors are from other countries, and through
their books I have gained knowledge and awareness
about different ways of life around the globe. 1 want to share a
few of these authors, and the books that have inspired and educated
me.

Some of my first forays into international writing did not stray too

far from home. South America has always fascinated me, and since

[ haven't yet had the opportunity to travel there, | decided to explore
it through books. Gabriel Garcia Marquez is a writer from Colombia
who became famous for his style of “magical realism.” This literary
device allows Marquez to weave magical elements into otherwise
realistic situations, creating suspenseful stories with unexpected
plot twists. Garcia's most famous work, and my favorite of his
novels, is called “100 Years of Solitude.”
family, following the generations of children and grandchildren as
they experience hardships and triumphs, births and deaths. The
setting of this and several of his other novels is the fictional town
of Macondo, which becomes almost like a real place as the reader
watches it grow and evolve. Macondo is based on the actual
founding of Colombia, so reading these books allowed me to better
understand the history of that country and its' inhabitants.

It is a chronicle of a large

Another favorite author, Carlos Ruiz Zafon, is similar to Marquez
in one respect: both of their writings were first published in Spanish
and then translated into many other languages, including English.
However, when I read Zafon's writing, I was jumping across the

Atlantic Ocean: his captivating novel series is set in the city of

Barcelona, Spain. Zafon's books feature his characters embroiled
in the mysteries of this enigmatic city, and his imagination creates
some of the most interesting plots and shadowy villains 1 have ever
read. I have devoured every one of his books as quickly as I could
get my hands on them.
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¢¢ Books have
allowed me to
fransform my
worlaview, Dy
exposing me to
other cultures ano
viewpoints |
otherwise never
would have hao
the chance to
experience. 99

As I got more adventurous in my fictional travels, I came upon a
book in the library that looked like it would allow me to explore a
whole new setting, “A Fine Balance,” by the Indian author Rohinton
Mistry, is set in the capital city of Mumbai, India. It follows four
characters from different backgrounds who come together and end
up depending on each other. Not only was it a great read, but
reading Mistry's novels helped me understand the customs and
traditions of a country halfway around the globe, one I have never
set foot in. As with the other books, reading this novel allowed me
to escape my physical reality and experience a whole new way of
life and culture, if only for a little while.

One of the reasons 1 love writing so much is that I have seen,
through my own love for reading, how an author's words can reach
so much farther on a page than a mere voice. Books have allowed
me to transform my worldview, by exposing me to other cultures
and viewpoints | otherwise never would have had the chance to
experience.

Holly Beilin is a virtual intern for U.S. Consulate Peshawar and a student
at University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
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American
EDUCATION

to

by Renuka Raj
and Anita Buragohain

odern technologies have made it possible for

the whole world to wake up simultancously to

the new iPad and the movie “Avatar.” The

spectrum of modern entertainment is indeed

wide, including movies, TV, radio, computer
games, theater and live performances, theme parks, even sport,
hospitality and fashion.

Education in the United States has kept pace with the demands of
the entertainment industry, and tailored programs of study geared
toward entertainment. From graphic art to computer and video
games, film and TV production to acting and fashion merchandising,
U.S. educational institutions offer various courses and programs.

We take a look at the gaming industry as an example.

Spread across genres and disciplines, a video game is the perfect
blend of creative inspiration and technological expertise.
FEncompassing multiple delivery platforms, they are routinely used
to raise awareness on various social issues, and even improve student
learning outcomes.

Courses for prospective students interested in grabbing a piece of
the action are on the rise as well. Broadly speaking, most of these
programs are planned around building competencies in one of the
following areas.

There are several design programs in America for students from
a fine arts or writing background, who wish to get involved with
the artwork and storyline aspects of a video game. The Academy
of Art University in San Francisco, California boasts an entire
graduate school devoted to game design, while Full Sail University
offers a master's degree in the same field. Other schools like
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“From graphic art to computer
and video games, film and TV
production to acting and
fashion merchandising, U.S.
educational institutions offer
various courses and
programs.”
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Savannah College of Artand Design also have postgraduate courses
in game design.

\l(.\t COurscs in C()ITI.PLIU:I' pl()gﬂmmmq "lﬂd C()Iﬂpll[(.l' an‘lnf.LI’lﬂk
specific to gaming are conducted in cutting-edge technological
cnv 11()I"lf'l'|.Ll'lt‘i ’lrld t'()CLI‘s On a lﬂ’l‘\tf,l\ ()i‘ areas such as C()mpu[(,r
generated imagery and artificial intelligence, to name a few. The
focus here is on coding and simulation, alongside an exposure to
state-of-the-art graphics and animation platforms.
University of Pennsylvania has a computer graphics and game
technology program, while West Virginia University offers a master's
degree in interactive technologies and serious gaming. Worcester
Polytechnic Institute also offers a master's degree in interactive
media and game development. Carnegie Mellon's master's in
entertainment technology is another unique program tailored to
the video game industry, in which technologists and creative
professionals develop competencies in each other's areas of expertise.

Typically, areas other than programming and design also feature in
such courses. As game development is an overwhelmingly
collaborative enterprise, a project management component is
included in most syllabi. Product management covers the
entreprencurial knowledge required to effectively publish, distribute
and market a game after its completion.

Though largely found at the postgraduate level, undergraduate
offerings centered on gaming are also rapidly emerging. University
of Southern California, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Becker College, Champlain
College and DePaul University are among the institutions that offer
undergraduate majors in game design or development. The Peterson's
search engine found at www.petersons.com is useful for both
undergraduate and graduate programs. Students may use the 5 Steps
to U.S. Study on the E ducationUSA Web site
http://www.educationusa.info/5_steps_to_study/ to navigate the
process of applying and going to American schools.

The breadth 'md diversity of the material and skills that fall under
the category of game dev elopment can, like the games themselves,
be hr(,'lrhmkmg \nd no matter where your mlml:s and inclinations
lie, chances are there is a stage of the gaming experience you can
excel at. All it takes is the love of a good challenge. m

Rennka Raja Rao is the country coordinator and Anita Buragobain is an
eduncational adviser for I ducationUS A Aduvising Services at the U Inited States-
India Educational Foundation in New Delbi.
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process of applying and going to American schools.
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In other rooms, other

1s a2 wonder to behold

by 1m Bugansky

In/Other Rooms,
Other Wond ers

Daniyal Mueenuddin,

akistani-American

Author Daniyal
Mueenuddin has
taken the triumphs,
travails,
trivialities of everyday Pakistani
life and conjured an enchanting

and

set of tales that both reflect and
examine the realities of life in
this country. In Other Rooms,
Other Wonders is a series of
eight interconnected but
standalone short stories that
balance a breezy, fairytale-like
quality with an exceedingly
modern depth and complexity.

Mueenuddin, according to the
biography included in the
version reviewed, “was brought
up in Lahore, Pakistan and
Elroy, Wisconsin” and “now
lives on a farm in Pakistan's
southern Punjab.” Just as the
writer himself
different worlds, the interactions
between people from different
spheres of life are critical to his
book.

straddles
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The challenges
Mueenuddin presents
for his characters are
everyday struggles -
how to maintain
dignity while getting
ahead in the world,
how to balance love
with practicality, how
to be true to oneself
while also pleasing
others, how to
gracefully face major
life events such as
marriage, child-
rearing, and death.

His characters are colorful vet
believable. There is the elderly
orchard-keeper of the tender,
bittersweet, and heart-
wrenching story “A Spoiled
Man™ who transports the small,
simple shed that is his home
from menial job to menial job.
The conniving “Nawabdin
Flectrician” manipulates his
employer and cheats death in
the story that bears his name.
The hard-partying young
woman in “Lily” desperately
secks to change her life while
simultaneously clinging to her
self-destructive ways. The
American-educated young man
in “Our Lady of Paris” must
determine if he can pursue true
love and also stay true to his
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culture and his parents. A host
of other memorable characters
also populate the book - corrupt
police officers, civil servants in
decline, and a litany of
landholders, laborers, overseers,
valets, drivers, cooks, and
housemaids, all with a flair for
gossip and intrigue,

Always looming in the
background of the stories - and
at times figuring directly as a
character - 1s K. K. Harouni, a
former civil servant and
landholder from a once
established and influential
family. Like Pakistan itself,
Harouni's world is changing,
from a traditional society based
upon rural landholding and
predictable social relationships
to a more mobile, dynamic,
industrial, and ultimately less
predictable place.

The challenges Mueenuddin
presents for his characters are
everyday struggles - how to
maintain dignity while getting
ahead in the world, how to
balance love with practicality,
how to be true to oneself while
also pleasing others, how to
gracefully face major life events
such as marriage, child-rearing,
and death. The events unfold
in measured precision, each
moment full of quiet tension,
each decision taken with the
knowledge that it will open a
door that cannot be closed.

Power dynamics play a
significant role in these stories.

Mueenuddin employs the
interactions of various
relationships -
employer-employee, husband-
wife, patron-client - as steps in
a delicate dance of anticipation,
maneuvering, and response.
But these power struggles are
portrayed in three-dimensional
ways: servant often manipulates
employer, woman manipulates
man, and all must reflect on the
consequences of their actions
Or Imnactons.

mother-son,

The scenery of Pakistan itself
- from Lahore to Islamabad to
the countryside of rural Punjab
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- figures prominently in the
book, as well. Mueenuddin
carefully crafts descriptions of
landscapes and dwellings in a
way that reflects the traditions
his characters hold dear and the
challenges they face throughout
the stories. Village-studded
mountains, inviting apple
orchards, mysterious mango
trees, vast wheat fields, the
broad sweep of the Indus river,
the impersonal but intrusive
nature of bazaars, glittering
upscale shops, simple peasant

Even when the stories
venture into
international venues,
the pull that Pakistan
exerts upon its
expatriates and the
delicate social
intricacies of
Pakistani society are
never far behind.

houses, and elaborate mansions
- all of them serve as backdrops
against which the quiet but
pivotal dramas of the characters'
lives unfold. The author uses
the stories' settings to help move
the drama along, to serve as vet
another reflection of his
characters' interior and exterior
struggles.

“In July the monsoon began, a
strong monsoon, with rain and
Enormous CI(JLIdS t()w(:ring OvVer
the flat desert that fell right to
the edge of the river,” he writes
in “Provide, Provide.” The
story's poor female protagonist
flees an unhappy home in the
city and tries her hardest to
make a life for herself back in
her home village. But she and
others in the story find that
happiness and success are not
necessarily the same, and
striving for both can be a bitter
struggle, like fighting to raise
crops in a harsh countryside.
“It had rained all day and all
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Taken together, the
stories of In Other
Rooms, Other
Wonders form a
delightful, dazzling
array of inquiries and
impressions that
sparkle on in the mind
of the reader long
after the final page
has been turned.

night,” the author continues,
“and Jaglani came to the farm
to oversee the pumping of
water from the cotton fields...
If the sun shone on the plants
while they stood in the water,
the reflected heat would kill
them.”

In “Lily,” the focus shifts from
traditional country dwellers to
urban, Western-oriented young
people from well-to-do families.
But despite their lives' relative
wealth and abundance, they too
strive to carve a place for
themselves and often find it a
difficult task; one Mueenuddin
teases out through their
interactions with each other and
their surroundings. Of the title
character, he writes, “Walking
out onto the sand, she took off
her sandals and carried them in
her hand. The place seemed
immense and empty, a huge
bowl of rock, with the cool river
running through it, the blue and
white stripes of the two
tributary rivers beginning to
mingle. A breeze blew off the
water, increasing the loneliness,
rolling up a tube of sand, which
snaked in front of her, rustling
softly.”” For Lily, the landscape
about her symbolizes her desire
to discover a new life for herself
amidst the loneliness she feels.

Even when the stories venture
into international venues, the
pull that Pakistan exerts upon
its expatriates and the delicate
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social intricacies of Pakistani
society are never far behind. In
“Our Lady of Paris,” the voung
protagonist's parents tag along
on a romantic holiday trip he
has arranged with Helen, his
American girlfriend. Helen
must endure the cordial but
intense scrutiny of Sohail's
parents, especially his mother,
who uses Helen's love for Sohail
to pry the two lovers apart. Her
son would follow Helen back
to New York, his mother says,
“But I promise you, he wouldn't
be happy, he wouldn't feed the
best part of himself.”

While exploring timeless themes
such as love, greed, and jealousy,
Mueenuddin also examines
modern concerns - like violence
toward women and public
corruption in the brief but
searing story “About a Burning
Girl.” Other timely topics that
his stories touch upon include
drug and alcohol abuse, politics,
poverty, migration to the cities,
and conflicts between the
worldviews of Western-leaning
young people and those of their
Pﬂl’{;‘nrs,

But above all the author's
interest is in relationships - be
they between people, places,
cultures, or an intermingling of
them all - and the way
individuals perceive, pursue, and
react to the things that hold
power over them. Each one of
these stories is a jewel, well-
crafted and nuanced and with
many ways of reflecting the
same light. They all show a very
human face of life in Pakistan
to readers from abroad, and
they offer a chance for Pakistani
readers to recognize and reflect
upon their fellow citizens and
themselves. Taken together, the
stories of In Other Rooms,
Other Wonders form a
delightful, dazzling array of
inquiries and impressions that
sparkle on in the mind of the
reader long after the final page
has been turned. m

Tim Bugansky is a Consular Officer
at U.S. Embassy Islamabad
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PAKISTANISTUDENT

finds americans warm, tolerant

Pakistani exchange student Bela IChan finds Americans “warm and
welcoming,” and says they have “a high threshold of tolerance and
respect for diversity.”” That respect is reflected in their food, she
says.

“From Mexican, Spanish, [talian” food to “Chinese and Thai,”
Americans value culinary diversity. “You get to try everything under
the sun here!” she exclaims.

In spite of the gastronomic variety, however, Khan's favorite dish
is an American classic: chicken pot pie, a dish made by baking
chicken and potatoes in a pastry shell.

While she enjoyed her visit to New York's Times Square, pictured
above, Bela Khan advises travelers to the United States to “take
time to visit the local areas” rather than just the main attractions.
Fach place is different, she says, and tourists should “make it a
point to travel across the country.”

Khan attends American University in Washington as part of the
Global Undergraduate Exchange Program in Pakistan. The program
is funded by the U.S. Department of State and implemented by
IREX, a nonprofit organization originally known as the International
Research and Exchanges Board. m
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Writers
Come Alive
in GCinema

o it Lt

One of the best ways to get into
the mind of an author is by
reading his or her books.

ometimes, the stories that other people tell about those

same authors can be just as revealing. This is probably

why so many movies about writers have become

commercial and critical successes. The five films below

are some of the best recent releases that take the author
from the book jacket to the big screen, allowing viewers not only
to learn about how the writers viewed the world but how they
influenced it.

THE HOURS

The Hours (2002) is a film adaptation of a novel about the famous
writer Virginia Woolf. The book, by Michael Cunningham,
intertwines the lives of three women: Virginia, while she is writing
her novel Mrs, Dalloway; Laura, while she is reading Mrs. Dalloway;
and Clarissa, whose life is mirroring that of the Mrs. Dalloway
character. The movie jumps between three settings - from Virginia
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in 1923 in England, to Laura in 1951 in Los Angeles, to Clarissa
in present-day New York City. Nicole Kidman, nearly unrecognizable
in make-up, won the Best Actress Academy Award for her portrayal
of Woolf, whose works have been 1(,(:()5311/&,1] for their feminist
themes, such as the difficulties women face in being recognized as
intellectuals. After her own battles with such frustration and
depression, Woolf drowned herself at the age of 59.

CAPOTE

Capote (2005) also follows a famous writer as he writes one of his
famous works, but this time the writer is Truman Capote and the
book is the non-fiction work In Cold Blood. The film shows
Capote, already somewhat known by his articles in The New Yorker
and the novella Breakfast at Tiffany's, traveling with fellow writer
Harper Lee (who has just written To Kill a Mockingbird) to investigate
the murder of a family in 1959 in Holcomb, Kansas. The movie
raises questions about Capote's methodology, particularly for a
book subtitled “a true account.” Capote - played by Philip Seymour
Hoffman, who won a Best Actor Academy Award for the role -
refused to take notes or make recordings when he interviewed
suspects Perry Smith and Dick Hickock, and he even hired a new
lawyer to defend them. In the end, the pair were convicted and
executed for the murders, and it is still debated whether Capote
actually attempted to reveal the truth or simply used the case as a
way to feed his addiction to notoriety.

FEAR AND LOATHING
IN LAS VEGAS

Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas (1998) is another film version of
a book, but this time it is adapted from the work of the writer
himself, Hunter S. Thompson. Like the book, the movie follows
Thompson -in the form of character “Raoul Duke,” played by
Johnny Depp - as he and his Samoan lawyer friend take a road trip
across the country in order to cover a motoreycle race in Las Vegas
for a magazine. But the pair also use the trip as an opportunity to
search for the “American Dream” - and experiment with heavy
doses of drugs and alcohol. Their crazy encounters with all walks
of life, from hitchhikers to police officers, go right along with what
came to be known as “gonzo journalism.” Gonzo Journalism is
a type of reporting that is completely subjective, with the writer

blatantly inserting himself into the action to see what kind of

reaction results. In a previous book, Hell's Angels, Thompson
described his year living with a motorcycle gang in 1965, and he
received acclaim for using many of the same methods that Capote
was criticized for. The acceptance of Thompson's new brand of
non-fiction writing inspired the New Journalism movement.

ADAPTATION

Adaptation (2002) would seem from its title to be yet another
adaptation of a book. And it is somewhat of a retelling of The
Orchid Thief, Susan Orlean's non-fiction account of an orchid-
poaching ring in Florida. But in the movie, Orlean has a “gonzo”-
like experience: doing drugs and having an affair with her book's
main character, John Laroche - something that never happened in
real life. The lies are incorporated into the story by screenwriter
Charlie Kaufman, a character played by Nicholas Cage - and the
actual writer of the movie script. Charlie resists suggestions from
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his twin brother, Donald (also played by Nicholas Cage but who
doesn't exist in real life), to add drama to the screenplay in order
to create a big box-office hit. In this way, the movie reveals the
writer's struggle to stay true to his material or cater to the desires
of an audience. Unlike the theme of the movie, Orlean is known
for going to great lengths to accurately and fairly portray her subjects.
Yet ironically, it was the real Charlie Kaufman and the fictional
Donald Kaufman who were honored for their writing, with a
nomination for the Best Adapted Screenplay Academy Award.

FINDING FORRESTER

Finding Forrester (2000) is, in some ways, the most realistic portrayal
of a writer's life, even though it is entirely fictional. The title refers
to William Forrester, a famous but reclusive writer who becomes
friends with a struggling young man who is completely unaware of
Forrester's true identity. Teenager Jamal Wallace is having trouble
finding his place in the fancy Manhattan prep school where he is
sent more because of his basketball skills than his high test scores.
Forrester eventually reveals his profession to Jamal, inspiring him
to pursue a career as an author despite the many people telling him
he can't or shouldn't write. The character of Forrester is similar
to real-life author .. Salinger, who shunned publicity for most of
his career and hid from public view for the final decades of his life.
Salinger spread his message to teenagers through his books. In
his most recognized work, A Catcher in the Rve, another prep-
school student, Holden Caulfield, has trouble coping with the death
of his older brother, and when he is unable to find an outlet, has
a mental breakdown. Luckily, Salinger, who also had trouble fitting
in at private school and in public life, turned to writing,
like Jamal. m

Kim Eggerton is an English Language Instructor at US. Embassy Lslamabad
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vriters’

WORKSHOPS

re you a budding writer looking for training to
improve your writing? We have put together
a list of resources for those who want to write,
but could use some constructive critiques to
tighten up their prose.

Online Workshops

The easiest and most obvious choice for writers looking for
instruction is an online course. Obviously, this option requires
neither travel nor any of the associated costs. A simple search
online reveals a multitude of options-ranging from free sites where
community members critique one another's work
(www.critiquecircle.com; www.scribophile.com) to websites that
require fees to participate in classes (Gotham Writers' Workshop-
www.writingclasses.com; www.writersonlineworkshops.com). While
the workshops that charge a fee aren't cheap ($300-500), they are
less costly than taking a weekend course in the United States or
enrolling in a collegiate program directed at crafting prose. In
addition, many online workshops are well regarded. According to
one writer we spoke with, many of online workshops are worthwhile,
and suggested the Gotham Writers' Workshop as an excellent
nprnm.

Weekend and Summer Workshops

If you prefer one on one interaction to the computer screen, but
aren't prepared to enroll in a multiple year degree program, there
is a middle ground. Many organizations and universities offer
weekend or weeklong workshops for writers. Gotham Writers'
Workshop, mentioned in the online suggestions, offers weekly
courses in New York. Another organization, the Writers' Studio
(http:/ /www.writerstudio.com), founded by Pulitzer Prize winner
Philip Schultz, provides workshops throughout the United States.
Some colleges and universities also offer weekend and weeklong
courses in the summer, when their campuses are closed. Tor
example, the University of lowa, in cooperation with the acclaimed
lowa Writers' Workshop, offers the lowa Summer Writing Festival,
with a number of workshops in a variety of genres
(http:/ /www.continuetolearn.uiowa.edu/iswfest). The courses are
taught by a variety of novelists, poets, and critics. m

Additional Resources

http:/ /newpages.com/
http:/ /www.pw.org/
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Kanawha Falls

almost heaven,

WEST VIRGINIA

KELLY KOPCI/

Tygart River Lake And Dane

any puaplc mc]uqup enty of Americans, know

West Vi 1rg1ma only from the famous John Denver

song, Take Me llumc Country Roads, which

includes a line that West Virginia is “Almost

Heaven.” Growing up in Charleston, I often

heard people mistake my hometown for the
other Charleston-- located in South Carolina. While it may not be
well-known, my home state offers visitors a glimpse into a rich
history. For those of us who grew up there, West Virginia is indeed
“Almost Heaven.”

ORIGINS

West Virginia became a state on June 20, 1863 during the American
Civil War. The new state was established from 55 western counties
of the state of Virginia. In 1861, Virginia had joined the Confederate
States, which had left the United States over the issue of slavery.
The western counties did not wish to leave the Union and voted
to break away from the Confederate pr)lti(m of the state. West
Virginia was a border state during the Civil War, as citizens r()utrht
for both the North and South.

NATURAL BEAUTY AND TOURISM

As the only state completely within the Appalachian Mountain
range, West Virginia's geology and topography set it apart from the
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states surrounding it. The highest point, Spruce
Knob, rises 1,482 meters above sea level. Several
unusual ecosystems can be found within the
borders of the state, including Cranberry Glades-

-a 750-acre bog area that is home to plants
normally seen in much more northerly climates.

There are mﬂny warm springs that draw tourists
from around the world to “take the waters.”
Berkeley Springs is known as America's first spa town. It dates
back to 1776 when George Washington's family established the
town as Bath, in honor of the famous English spa town. White
Sulfur bprm{_,s in Greenbrier County is home to a number of sulfur-
water springs renowned for their curative properties.

Jennifer Garner

The natural beauty of the state is also a huge tourism draw. The
summer months offer opportunities for hiking, mountain biking,
and some of the best white water rafting in the East. During the
autumn, visitors come to see the striking fall foliage that colors the
mountains shades of gold and orange. Skiing, snowboarding, and
other winter sports are available at a host of mountain resorts
during the winters.

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY

Coal mining is at the heart of West Virginian history. The iron
works in Wheeling, WV and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania were dependent
on coal from the West Virginia hills. Coal was an essential element
for the westward expansion of the railroad in America's early history.
Beginning in the 1880s, commercial mines started to open across
the state. Dangerous work conditions, poor wages, and long hours
were the catalysts for organized labor among miners. The United
Mine Workers of America (UMWA) fought for decades in several
coal mining states, including West Virginia, for improved safety
regulations and treatment of miners. The famous union organizer,
Mary Harris “Mother” Jones, and long time UMWA leader, John
Lewis, both spent time in West Virginia.

Today, coal mining continues to be one of the main industries in
the state. Traditional mining tcchnlqu& have given way to technology
and automation. Underground mining has been r(:phc(,d in many
places by mountain top removal rnmlngr which is less labor intensive
and often safer than underground mining, While coal is still an
important resource in West Virginia, these new mining techniques,
and their environmental impact, have been controversial.
The chemical industry also played a key role in the growth of West
Virginia. Chemical manufacturers began to set up plants in the
early 20th century. The town of Nitro was so named because of
the explosives manufacturing plant established there prior to World
War 1. Companies such as DuPont, Monsanto, and Union Carbide
built facilities in the Kanawha Valley in the run up to World War
1. The synthetic rubber produced by these companies played an
important role in the war effort.

Heavy industry is not the only source of business in West Virginia.
The Art Deco-style Fiestaware is among the most recognizable
products of West Virginia. The brightly colored plates and pitchers
were a mainstay of early 20th century design. Today, Fiestaware
is still wildly p()puhl The ¢ glass 11‘ldmtr\ also made its m.lrk in the
state. Blenko Glass, Fenton Glass, and Fostoria Glass all produced
decorative glassware for the mass market in the early 20th century.
Blenko also focused on stained glass, and windows produced b\
Blenko can be seen in the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C.

FOLKLORE, CULTURE, AND THE ARTS

Several well-known folk heroes and legends are connected to West
Virginia. John Henry, the “steel- drivin' man,” defeated a steam
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Winfield Lock

drill in a race to build a railroad tunnel through the mountains of
West \’lrgmn While the truth of the legend has never been proven,
John Henry's ballad is still sung to this day. Another well known
state story is that of the West Virginia- based Hatfields and the
Kentucky- based McCoys. The families' decades- long, cross-border
feud led to dozens of deaths. While the origins of the violence
were based on Civil War rivalries, a dispute over a hog reignited the
feud years later. A recent mini-series on American television is a
testament to continued curiosity in the story.

Much of the culture in West Virginia was influenced by Scots-Irish
and English im migr;lnts These pioneers established a rich cultural
history including music, arts and crafts, and dance that endures to
this day. The Appalachian dulcimer, clogging, and unique quilt
designs are all legacies of these early residents,

Appalachian music was a precursor to today's popular bluegrass
and country. Mountain Stage, a radio program produced by West
Virginia Public Radio, has featured hundreds of local musicians in
addition to world famous acts such as R.E.M., Joan Baez, and Ralph
Stanley. While the program showcases diverse musical genres, over
the years it has been a launching point for numerous country and
Appalachian music artists.

POINTS OF INTEREST

West Virginia has a wide range of interesting places and sites to
explore:

& The gold domed capitol building in Charleston is a well
known landmark and one of the tallest buildings in the state.

¢  The New River Gorge Bridge, which opened in 1977, was
at one time was both the highest vehicular bridge and the
longest single-span steel arch bridge in the world. While the
bridge is only 267 meters above the New River, it is a popular
BASE-jumping parachute jumping from a high location. For
one day each year the bridge is closed to traffic and visitors
may walk across the span.

The Green Bank Telescope, the world's largest fully steerable
radio telescope, is part of the National Radio Astronomy
Observatory site in rural Green Bank, WV. The telescope
is located inside a 13,000 square mile National Radio Quiet
Zone, which helps block man-made signal interference.

Railroad buffs flock to the Cass Scenic Railroad, a heritage
railroad that harkens back to the age of steam locomotives
and coal mining towns.

The Greenbrier in White Sulphur Spring is a world class
resort hotel. During World War 11, the hotel served as an
army hospital and internment location for German and
Japanese diplomats. The Greenbrier was one of President
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The state's slogans, "Wild and Wonderful" and
"Almost Heaven" further capture our beliefs
that the hills of West Virginia are the most
beautiful on Farth.

Elakala Waterfalls Cranberry-Glades

Eisenhower's favorite golf retreats and his love for the hotel
was rumored to be one of the reasons a secret bunker was
built under the hotel during the Cold War.

FAMOUS WEST VIRGINIANS

West Virginia has its share of famous personalities as well. Air
Force hero and test pilot Charles “Chuck”™ Yeager grew up in the
state. He went on to become the first person to break the sound
barrier during his test flight of the Bell X-1 aircraft. Basketball
great Jerry West was born in West Virginia and went on to attend
West Virginia University (WVU) before his successful career with
the Los Angeles Lakers, including a National Basketball Association
championship. Education pioneer and founder of the Tuskegee
[nstitute, Booker T. Washington spent his childhood and young
adulthood in West Virginia before establishing an educational
institute for African-American students in Alabama. Movie lovers
will surely recognize West Virginia native Jennifer Garner-star of
numerous Hollywood blockbusters and wife of Oscar-winner Ben
Affleck.

WILD AND WONDERFUL

Early settlers in West Virginia needed to embody a rough and ready
pioneer spirit given the challenges of mountain life. That spirit
lives on today in one of the symbols of the state (and the WVU
mascot), “the Mountaineer.” The State motto, Montani semper
liberi or “Mountaineers are always free” reflects the state's historic
fight for liberty during the Civil War and the self-reliant nature of
the state's people.

The state's slogans, “Wild and Wonderful” and “Almost Heaven”
further capture our belief that the hills of West Virginia are the
most beautiful on earth. We are proud of our heritage and history,
and we cherish the well-kept secret that is our home state. m

Kelly Kopeial is a Consular Officer at U.S. Consnlate Karachi
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fulbright alum uses

BY JEN MCANDREW

SCIENCE

against suicide bombs
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ant to learn more about how computer

scientists are using technology to fight

terrorism? Check out the book “Simulation

of bulmdc Bombing: Using Computers to Save

Lives” by Pakistani Fulbright alumnus Dr.

Zeeshan-ul-hassan Usmani (Ph.D., Florida
[nstitute of Technology, '09).

A prolific author, computer scientist, and self-described “shameless
idealist,” Zeeshan has also authored numerous technical papers,
edited an anthology of Fulbright reminisces, Ambassadors of Peace,
and just published a new Urdu language novel called The Journey
of Endeavor. To learn more about Zeeshan's important research,
we asked him to answer a few questions for Khabr-o-Nazar,

Tell us about your book. How can computer
software help investigators analyze bombings and
pursue perpetrators of terror in Pakistan?

The book presents my Ph.D. work on the simulation and modeling
of suicide bombings. To model a suicide blast is a very complex
task-you need to know the characteristics of the explosive being
used, crowd density and formation, physical properties of the
environment, stand-off distances, probable injury patterns, shrapnel
flight properties, and the psychological mindser of the victims and
perpetrators.  Once we input this information, we can answer
several questions to reduce casualties and injuries, and this is exactly
what my software is doing. It answers questions like, how many
people will be killed and m]ur(,d in a suicide blast for a P"ll'[lCLl]’ir’
scenario? What kind of injuries will result, i.e. lung rupture,
amputation, laceration, burns, bruises? What \\'nuld be the scaled-
off distance? By knowing these answers, we can form
recommendations that will reduce the casualties and injuries.

But doesn't computer modeling deal in
hypotheticals? How does it really save lives?

The software can be specifically used in several ways to save lives:

L ] Triage of Patients: We can make a complete list of what to
expect following a blast, i.e. how many dead versus how
many injured, so we can plan how many paramedical staff
and ambulances we might need, how many blood bottles,
what kinds of injuries and surgeries we need to perform,
and the complete medical supply list before an attack even
happens.

@ Forensics Analysis: When we don't know anything about
the blast, the software has the capability to reverse-engineer
the event, and help investigators find out what hftppcnu.l
when, ho\\-', the size of explosive being used, the type, and
the crowd formation. Based on this analysis, investigators
may be able to pin-point the terrorist outfit responsible for
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Using Computers fo Save Lives

ZEESHAN-UL-HASSAN USMANI

EXPERIENCES OF P?

and

US EXCHANGE SCHOLARS

Editors: Zeeshan-ul-hassan Usmani

Saadin Hassan

KISTANI

! DANIEL KIRK

the attack by comparing the injury patterns of a blast with
a historic database of data on suicide bombing attacks on
which the software is based. A part of this database is
available on my website www.PakistanBodyCount.org

L Terrorism Forecast: By using all the data we have accumulated
over last eight vears or so, we are using some dense
mathematics to predict the next suicide bombing attack
before it happens. This is a work in progress, and currently

we are generating a few false alarms, but we can see a lot of

improvements as we add more input to the database.

Wow! That sounds very useful. We look forward to
learning more as it develops. So going back to your
studies in the United States, what was the biggest
lesson you learned?

ThL biggest lesson I've learned during my time in the United States

“justice for all”” It doesn't matter if you are poor or rich; if there
is a line, everyone stands in line regardless of their pmfcssitm,
political status, or well-being. | was in a queue in Disneyland once
with the Governor of Florida. That's something that I can never
imaging happening in my mother land. We need to tolerate each
other, we need to respect conflicting views, we need to listen to
opposing opinions, and we need to provide justice for all. That's
the key to success and that's the difference that has kept us far away
from nations like the United States.

How are you applying knowledge from your studies
back here in Pakistan?

[ learned quite a few things in United States. 1 am a different person
now, whether it is my technical knowledge, who 1 am as a person,
my pr()ﬁ.s&.i(mﬂl ethics, work planning or taking a leadership role.
[ am trying to apply whatever I've learned during my work and
family life bit by bit, but there is a huge reluctance and opposition
here in general. Everyone is happy doing things the way they have
been doing for the past couple of decades, and to bring about
change in anything, from workplace to mindset changes, we need
to be patient, and should propose the change logically and politely
SO everyone dcccpra it. 1try to do one r]nm1 different every day
and then spend the rest of the day managing the aftershocks!

We get lots of questions from young Pakistanis who
are wondering if studying in the United States is
right for them. What is your advice to them?

Here is my blunt answer: The United States is one of the best
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places on Earth to study. You will learn directly from those who
are creating the knowledge, and will also get a chance to explore
the culture, government, and daily life of the massive nation we
call the United States of America.

Your new Urdu language novel Justuju Ka Safar
(The Journey of Endeavor) has just been published
by Narratives. What's it about?

After teaching and communicating with youth in Pakistan for the
last four years since my return, I was shocked to realize that our
biggest pmb em is clear vision. We are becoming a vision-less
nation as a whole and chasing mundane goals and targets. I realize
most of us spend half of our lives chasing so-called “success,” and
then the rest of the life spent on finding out what “significance”
is. That's the hy p()thcs:s of this book. It explores why we need
so-called “success” in the first place, and what hqppen‘s after we
have all we can wish for. How about doing something significant
that will have an impact on the lives of people around us from the
day one? By doing that, we will ultimately earn the success that is
a bi-product of significance. I intentionally wrote this book in
Urdu so a majority of my countrymen can read it. The second
book of this three-part series is coming out next month and is
called Ander Ka Musafir (The Traveler Within). The third part,
Pachtawa (Regret), is due by the end of this vear.

You've written more than a dozen books and don't
seem to be showing any signs of stopping! For all
those aspiring authors out there, how do you
recommend they get started?

Pick up a pen, close your eyes, listen to your heart, and start jotting
down the conversation that is happening between your heart and
mind. When you open vour eyes, you will have a masterpiece right
there to get published. It would be so unique, catching, and
absorbing that you wouldn't believe vour own eves. m
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Want to learn more about Zeeshan?

Check out his 2010 Tedx Talk “Countering Terror with Technology” at:

http:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=rL.ng7tBXalU, and his blog at the Express Tribune: http://blogs.tribune.com.pk/author/ 1152/ zeeshan-

ul-hassan-usmani/.
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